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Peel, and I replied that such was my intention. I then told
him, without mentioning names, or giving any authority, the
reason I had for speaking to him, and the conviction in my
own mind that there would be found (in the event of a
change of Government) a disposition on the part of John
Eussell and others of the moderate Whigs to support PeeL
I told him that I thought it of such vital importance that
such a disposition should be fostered, and not checked or
suppressed by any violence in the conduct or language of his
party, such as might render it impossible for them to give
that support hereafter; that I had resolved to make known
to him, for his consideration and that of Peel, this my con-
viction ; at the same time, he must fully understand, I had
no authority for saying so, that I might be mistaken, and he
must take it for just what he judged it to be worth, I went
more at length into the subject, conveying to him much of
the information which had been imparted to me.
He replied that he was fully aware of the great import-
ance of this communication, and did not doubt that I had
very solid grounds for what I said ; but at the same time he
thought the motion of which John Eussell had given notice
was in itself a measure of such a violent character that it
was inconsistent with the moderation which I ascribed to
Mm, and he feared that, in the event of a change, he might
be persuaded to put himself at the head of the Whigs and
Radicals, and acquiesce for party purposes in those move-
ment measures to which he was certainly not personally in-
clined ; that as for himself, and Stanley also, they had old
feelings of regard and friendship for Lord John, which would
always influence them; and that he had recently had a sort
of reconciliation with him (the circumstance of which he
detailed), after an alienation on account of his attack upon
Lord John in his speech at Glasgow 5 but that Peel had no
such amicable feelings towards him, and thought he had got
him at a great disadvantage on the present occasion 5 that
their amendment would be moderate in terms; but they
intended to be very strong in debate, and it was a good deal
to ask of them to emasculate their speeches for the prospec-